• HB 228 – This bill would raise the minimum legal age to get
married from 16 years old to 17 and require anyone who is 17
to have been emancipated from their parents in order to combat
child marriages in Georgia. I voted yes on this legislation.
• HB 530 – This bill creates a safeguard for children who are
victims of abuse by authorizing schools to contact the DFACS
for an assessment to be made of the child’s safety if they fail to
attend school for 45 days. I voted yes on this legislation.
• HB 445 – This bill amends the Shore Protection Act by creating
a new definition for “dynamic dune field” and specifies where
construction may be permitted on the landward side of a
dune. I voted yes on this legislation.
• HB 481 – “Heartbeat Bill” – Highly controversial “Heartbeat
Bill” limits abortion in our state. I heavily researched this bill
and found it to have multiple legal and scientific flaws. I voted
no on this legislation.
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• SB 106 – “Patients First Act” – This bill gives our state flexible
options with federal waivers for Medicaid and the Affordable
Care Act. It will also allow more citizens to be covered with
lower insurance premiums. I voted yes on this legislation.
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• HB 324 – This bill licenses private companies and
universities to grow medical marijuana and gives
pharmacies and possibly dispensaries the authority to sell it
to registered patients. I voted yes on this legislation.
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• HB 31 – FY 2020 Budget – This budget contains a $3,000
raise for teachers, restores funding for school nurses
and creates local grants for blight removal and code
enforcement. I voted yes on this legislation.
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• HB 316 – This bill replaces Georgia’s 17-year old voting
machines with a new, secure system that combines electronic
touchscreen machines and computer-printed paper ballots. I
voted yes on this legislation.

House Committees

Significant Legislation
Passed by the House:
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Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve as your State Representative for House
District 52. It has been the greatest honor of my life to represent my hometown of Sandy
Springs as well as a beautiful part of the city of Atlanta.
The 2019 Session was a giant step forward for our district. The Speaker named me Chairman
of the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transportation Oversight Committee (MARTOC), and I
was also selected to serve as a Deputy Whip. I was also named to the Judiciary Committee,
the Code Revision Committee and the new Working Group on Arts & Entertainment. I
authored ten bills with six of them passing. I also passed four resolutions and co-sponsored
twenty other bills. I presented House Resolution 466, which commends the State of Israel
and condemns anti-Semitism, to Ambassador Judith Varnai Shorer. I also had the pleasure
of hosting and honoring the family of the late James Harold Shepherd, Jr., Co-founder of the
internationally recognized Shepherd Center. I was delighted to present House Resolution
27 to his wife of many years, Mrs. Alana Shepherd.
This session we passed a budget giving all teachers in Georgia a $3,000 raise, allowing mental
health counselors to be placed in all Georgia high schools. We also voted to implement a
new voting system that will allow voters with disabilities to vote and will translate ballots
into multiple languages. A law to cultivate and expand access to medical cannabis oil also
passed, and we passed a law allowing the Department of Community Health to write
waivers to expand access to health care in Georgia.
Inside this newsletter, you will find summaries of some of my legislative work this Session,
which was my most successful to date. Again, I thank you for the trust you have placed in
me to serve as your Representative. If I can be of service to you in any way, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

Deborah Silcox
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Delivering Licensing for
Genetics Counselors
The General Assembly passed the Genetic Counselors Act. This
bill provides for the licensure of the 89 Genetic Counselors in
Georgia. Doctors routinely refer patients to hospital-based
Genetic Counselors primarily in the areas of perinatal,
oncological and cardiac medical care when there may be a
genetic component to their disease or condition. Likewise,
genetic counselors also work out in the field to educate
physicians about how to appropriately refer patients
for genetic counseling. This legislation will ensure that
patients in Georgia receive accurate, reliable data about
their genome from a licensed Genetic Counselor who
holds a Master’s degree in the specialty.

Protecting Against Elder Abuse
We passed several bills to prevent Elder Abuse. I worked with
The Elder Abuse Council and the Prosecuting Attorneys’ Council
to author and pass these two bills to clarify and strengthen the
laws in this area. HB 247 expands the definition of “exploit” to
include the illegal taking of an elderly person’s resources due to
mental or physical incapacity and will allow the Department of
Community Health to contract with local law enforcement to
investigate potential elder abuse or exploitation in unlicensed
personal care homes. HB 246 also clarifies who is responsible
for paying for the cost of depositions in the rare instance they
are taken in criminal proceedings. These cases, though rare,
often involve the elderly who are physically unable to attend
court proceedings due to health concerns.

Clarifying Malpractice Law

Combatting Sex Trafficking
I continued my work this session
to help rid our State of the awful
scourge of sex trafficking. HB 424
first broadens the definition of
“criminal gang activity” to include sex
trafficking. It also allows a prosecutor
to pierce the rape shield law for
purposes of explaining a victim’s
behavior in cases of sex trafficking.

HB 128 will make reporting of medical settlements in
the case of high/low agreements in medical malpractice
cases consistent with national reporting standards.
If a physician is found not negligent by a jury in a
medical malpractice case, he would not have to report a
settlement of that case if there was a high/low agreement.

bill to SB 158 which provides statewide
care under the Department of Family
and Children’s Services for the victims
of sex trafficking and HB 281 which
increases the criminal penalties for
pimping and pandering.

Finally, it clarifies the child hearsay
statute so that hearsay in a child abuse
case will be properly admitted at the
time of the trial instead of the time of
the offense. This bill is a companion

Fighting the HIV/AIDS Epidemic
Georgia is the number one state in the
country for the number of new HIV cases
per year, and we have approximately 35,000
people in metropolitan Atlanta living with
AIDS. The House proposed several new bills
to address this epidemic. I authored HB 158
which would require Medicaid recipients
have the same access to antiretroviral
regimens used to treat HIV and AIDS as
those included in the drug formulary
established for the Georgia AIDS Drugs
Assistance Programs. The bill passed the
House unanimously but was held up in the
Senate due to a high fiscal note.

I am working with the Department of
Community Health to get this passed next
year. I also co-sponsored two other bills to
combat this epidemic. HB 217 will allow for
the creation of needle exchange programs
that have been shown to reduce the rate of
infection for HIV by as much as thirty-three
percent in other cities in the United States.
Lastly, HB 290 will establish a pilot program
to provide pre-exposure prophylaxis drug
assistance services to people at risk of being
infected with HIV. I will continue to do all I
can in the fight against the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Providing Tags for
Electric Vehicles
I sponsored HB 56 which will allow the Department
of Transportation to provide manufacturers and
distributors tags for their new electric vehicles,
including Sandy Springs’ Mercedes Benz, to enable
them to ride in the HOV lane.

